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yet a thousand circumstances left him no room to doubt
the identity of the person, who was a man much more
liable to raise the suspicion of a husband than honest
Bath, who would at any tune have rather fought with a
man than lain with a woman.

The whole behaviour of Amelia now rushed upon his
memory. Her resolution not to take up her residence at
the colonel's house; her backwardness even to dine there,
her unwillingness to go to the masquerade, many of her
unguarded expressions, and some, where she had been
more guarded, all joined together to raise such an idea
in Mr. Booth, that he had almost taken a. resolution to,
go and cut the colonel to pieces in his own house.
Cooler thoughts, however, suggested themselves to him
in time. He recollected the promise he had so solemnly
made to the doctor. He considered, moreover, that he
was yet in the dark as to the extent of the colonel's
guilt. Having nothing therefore to fear from it, he con-
tented himself to postpone a resentment which he never-
theless resolved to take of the colonel hereafter, if he
found he was in any degree a delinquent.

The first step he determined to take was, on the first
opportunity, to relate to colonel James the means by
which he became possessed of the letter, and to read it
to him; on which occasion, he thought he should easily
discern by the behaviour of the colonel whether he had
been suspected either by Amelia or the doctor without a
cause; but as for his wife, he fully resolved not to reveal
the secret to her till the doctor's return.

"While Booth was deeply engaged by himself in these
meditations, captain Trent came up to him, and familiarly
slapped him on the shoulder.

They were soon joined by a third gentleman, and pre-
sently afterwards by a fourth, both acquaintances of Mr.
Trent; and all having walked twice the length of the